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the growing crisis of child abduction
and sexual exploitation. Working in
those foster homes, John saw the prob-
lem firsthand and saw what local police
and social services were not seeing. He
saw that information between social
service workers and law enforcement
was not being shared as it should have
been. He realized a lot more could be
done.

So John, along with a friend and fel-
low social worker, Kerry Rice, ap-
proached Ernie Allen, who at the time
was the director of the Louisville-Jef-
ferson County Crime Commission.
Ernie is now known as the director and
CEO of the National Center for Missing
and Exploited Children, which he
helped build alongside John. But way
back then, the issue of missing and ex-
ploited children had yet to receive the
national focus it deserved.

It was John who proposed to Ernie
that the county create a special unit
bridging the traditional barriers be-
tween social services and law enforce-
ment to try to combat this serious
problem. They came to me—as the CEO
of the county—with this idea, and to-
gether we created what I believe to be
the first police-social services team in
the Nation dedicated to working child
abduction and sexual exploitation
cases. Eventually, we created Jefferson
County’s first exploited and missing
child unit, with John as its manager.
Under John’s leadership, almost imme-
diately the unit began to solve cases,
rescue victims, and put some very good
news on the front pages.

John became famous nationwide as a
leading expert on missing and ex-
ploited child cases. In 1980, the U.S. De-
partment of Justice asked me to send
John and Ernie to Atlanta to consult
on a grisly child murder case. John is
now so recognized as a leader in this
field that he has provided expert testi-
mony to Congress seven times on child
abduction cases and has instructed for
the FBI Law Enforcement Satellite
Training Network. John has provided
consultation at nearly 1,000 hospitals
and for over 62,000 personnel in Amer-
ica, Canada, and the United Kingdom
on the abduction of newborns in hos-
pitals. He is the author of the book
“For Healthcare Professionals: Guide-
lines on Prevention of and Response to
Infant Abductions.” Thanks in large
measure to his efforts, what was once a
recurring problem is now all but elimi-
nated.

John has been recognized by the FBI
as 1 of only 27 investigators nationwide
with the highest expertise in the inves-
tigation of cases concerning missing
and exploited children. He has appeared
on television shows such as ‘20/20,”
“Primetime,” ‘“Good Morning Amer-
ica,” “Larry King Live,” and, of
course, ‘‘America’s Most Wanted’” with
his friend and my friend, John Walsh.

In 1984, John signed the lease for of-
fice space for the National Center for
Missing and Exploited Children right
here in Washington. He began working
as that organization’s executive vice
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president and chief operating officer. It
is a post he has held ever since. As the
National Center’s executive vice presi-
dent and COO, John manages a staff of
350 and a budget of $42 million a year.
He is the hub of the wheel for all inter-
agency communication between the
center, the Justice Department, the
State Department, the Secret Service,
the FBI, the Department of Homeland
Security, as well as State govern-
ments.

When I say John Rabun has a great
passion and drive on this issue that has
animated his entire career, I mean it.
He is absolutely dedicated to rescuing
children who would otherwise fall
through the cracks.

Back when he was running the Jeffer-
son County Crime Unit, John led the
effort to successfully identify and pros-
ecute the pastor of a major local
church for sexually abusing over one
dozen children in his congregation.
After this pastor’s conviction, the
judge shockingly sentenced him merely
to probation with a community service
requirement. John leapt from the pros-
ecutor’s table and cried: ‘““Your Honor,
will you at least stipulate that this
community service not be with chil-
dren?”’ The judge held John in con-
tempt of court. Luckily, the prosecutor
quickly scurried John out through a
side door before he could be taken into
custody and after a few days the heat
died down. But this story goes to illus-
trate how John will stop at literally
nothing to see justice is done for those
who are weakest among us, our chil-
dren.

John’s lifetime of service to children
has directly led to the rescue of over
80,000 kids. L.et me share with my col-
leagues just one success story. About 1
year ago, a Los Angeles police detec-
tive contacted the National Center for
Missing and Exploited Children for in-
formation on a 10-year-old boy who had
been missing for many years. In 2004,
the child’s parents separated, and al-
though the mother received custody,
her son was abducted from their home.
A search began for the boy and his fa-
ther, which continued for 7 years. Law
enforcement had no leads on the child’s
whereabouts, suspecting the father
may have abducted him back to his na-
tive country of Guatemala. Upon re-
ceiving the call from that Los Angeles
detective, the National Center’s case
management team began coordinating
the center’s resources with the child’s
mother and detectives in the Los Ange-
les Police Department. A missing child
poster was created and disseminated
around California, and detectives were
provided with detailed public database
searches throughout the National Cen-
ter’s case analysis division.

Just a little over 1 month ago, the
center received a lead from a school of-
ficial who believed he had recognized
the boy as a fifth grader at a Los Ange-
les elementary school. This official had
searched the center’s Web site, saw the
missing child’s poster, and contacted
the center’s 24-hour hot line. The cen-
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ter passed this lead along to police, and
I am pleased to say that on January 31
of this year, 8 years after his abduc-
tion, this boy was reunited with his
mother, and his father was arrested.

Imagine that mother’s relief and
then multiply that feeling by literally
thousands. Only then can we begin to
appreciate the immense service John
Rabun has done for his country. So
that is why we are all going to miss
John so much. No one can say he could
have done more; however, neither could
anyone say his retirement is not ex-
tremely well deserved. I am sure he is
looking forward to being able to spend
more time with his lovely wife Betsy, a
retired schoolteacher, and their two
children and five grandchildren.

A national movement on behalf of
America’s most precious resource, our
children, was launched because one so-
cial worker in Louisville, KY, saw that
too many children were at risk and not
enough was being done. If every family
impacted by the National Center for
Missing and Exploited Children’s work
could thank John Rabun personally, it
might take another 28 years, and he
would never get to retire. But on behalf
of a grateful and safer America, I hope
the recognition of this Senate and the
thanks and friendship of this Senator
will suffice instead. So thank you very
much, John Rabun.

I yield the floor.

—————

RESERVATION OF LEADER TIME

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. Under the previous order, the
leadership time is reserved.

——————

MORNING BUSINESS

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. Under the previous order, there
will now be a period of morning busi-
ness for 1 hour, with Senators per-
mitted to speak therein for 10 minutes
each, with the time equally divided and
controlled between the two leaders or
their designees, with the Republicans
controlling the first half and the ma-
jority controlling the final half.

The Senator from Tennessee.

———

SURFACE TRANSPORTATION ACT

Mr. CORKER. Madam President, I
rise to speak regarding the highway
bill. We each come into work daily
with different thoughts. I come in
today very hopeful. The fact is we have
a bipartisan bill that hopefully will ac-
tually have the finance component of it
on the floor soon. We have had it
worked through the various commit-
tees of the Senate—the Banking Com-
mittee, the Commerce Committee, the
EPW Committee. I think what this
body is waiting for right now is the Fi-
nance Committee package, and I know
they are continuing to work on that
package. The reason I come down here,
in a very hopeful way, is I think all of
us support the highway bill. We want



		Superintendent of Documents
	2015-05-07T10:39:13-0400
	US GPO, Washington, DC 20401
	Superintendent of Documents
	GPO attests that this document has not been altered since it was disseminated by GPO




